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" w5 have a soft spot for what Shakespeare called the ‘harmless necessary cat’ A multitude of people favour cals
ther pets: felines adarn one in five British homes. Byt unlike other domestic animals, the cat has been tamed

7 1erms, and for centuries it has staked 3 uniqee claim in the human imagination: sometimes worshipped, at
3 persecuted. Although ng longer sacred, the cat’s independent yet loyal personality, combined with its

legant and smoath agility, have made it 3 much-loved pet-about-the-hearth,
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10TH CENTURY WOMEN
OF ACHIEVEMENT
PORTRAITS OF GENIUS
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